views) expressed by the learned author regarding the
identity of Agastya Pandita with Vidydndtha.

VYJLUA

Many scholars like Dr.V. Raghavan and Prof.  T.
Venkat5aracharya are in favour of accepting that Agastya
Pandita was one of the court-poets of Pratdparudra II (1292-
1323). Viswanatha who flourished in the court of Prata-
parudra II mentions Agastya Pandita as his maternal uncle.
Therefore Agastya Pandita may have to be accepted as the
contemporary of Pratdparudra II. The sentence WR^fwr: in
'^fh^'^^in^ etc., (Prataparudriya II - 60) conveys the sense
that "I am after all Agastya" but not "I am like Agastya".
Therefore inspite of many arguments of scholars like Prof.
Venkatdcharya and.the present author against the identity
of Agastya Pandita and Vidydndtha, this question may be
left as an open one. In the view of the above; the indebted-
ness of Tikkana to Agastya Pandita is doubtful. In fact the
examples cited to show such influence appear to be not very
convincing. All this is, ofcourse, my personal opinion which
I am prepared to change if stronger evidence to the contrary
is forthcoming. I am writing this to show how the work of
Dr. Ghanasydmala Prasdda Rao is thought-provoking and
stimulates further research on this subject.
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